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as we will (1 Cor. 12:11, 18). In 1 Corinthians 
12, the Apostle Paul puts tongues and  
interpretation of tongues last on the list of 
gifts of the Holy Spirit. He then asks a series 
of rhetorical questions indicating that  
believers receive some, but not all of the gifts. 
He also implies an order of importance to the 
gifts and concludes the chapter by directing 
that we should �´�H�D�J�H�U�O�\���G�H�V�L�U�H���W�K�H���J�U�H�D�W�H�U��
�J�L�I�W�V���µ������ 
 
Can the gift of tongues be abused? 

Yes.  The gift of tongues, like any spiritual gift, 
can be misused. In his letter to the church in 
Corinth, Paul wrote in hopes that they would 
not be ignorant about the use of spiritual gifts 
(1 Cor. 12:1). His instruction provided  
guidance on proper usage of the gift during 
worship, calling the church to doing things in 
an orderly and fitting fashion (1 Cor. 14:26-40).   
 
Can speaking in tongues be taught? 
No. Tongues (Gr, glossa �P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J���¶�O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H�·�����L�V��
a supernatural manifestation of the spirit. This 
speech has not been learned and is often  
unintelligible both to the speaker and to the 
hearers (1 Cor. 14:14-16). A foreign language 
used elsewhere on earth can of course be 
learned, but there is no mention in the Bible 
that speaking in tongues merely means  
speaking in a foreign language one has learned.  
 

Are all gifts of the Spirit equally  
important? 

No. Speaking in tongues is a lesser gift. In fact, 
it, and the gift of interpretation of tongues, are 
listed as the last of gifts (1 Cor. 12:8-11; 28-30).  
1 Corinthians 12: 27-30 again places many gifts 
in order; placing tongues and interpretations 
�O�D�V�W�����7�K�H�Q���L�Q���Y�H�U�V�H�����������L�W���V�D�\�V���W�R���´�H�D�J�H�U�O�\���G�H�V�L�U�H��
�W�K�H���J�U�H�D�W�H�U���J�L�I�W�V���µ���� 
 

Is it OK to forbid the speaking  
of tongues? 

No. Not unless the speaking in tongues  
�Y�L�R�O�D�W�H�V���3�D�X�O�·�V���D�G�P�R�Q�L�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���L�Q���Z�R�U�V�K�L�S��

�´�H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���G�R�Q�H���L�Q���D���I�L�W�W�L�Q�J���D�Q�G��
�R�U�G�H�U�O�\���Z�D�\�µ��(1 Cor. 14:39-40) �D�Q�G���´�P�X�V�W���E�H��
�G�R�Q�H���W�R���W�K�H���V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�H�Q�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���F�K�X�U�F�K�µ�� 
(1 Cor. 14:26). 
 
What if someone speaks in tongues 

during a church service?  
Paul says, �´�,���W�K�D�Q�N���*�R�G���W�K�D�W���,���V�S�H�D�N���L�Q��
tongues more than all of you.  But in 
church I would rather speak five  
intelligible words to instruct others than ten 
�W�K�R�X�V�D�Q�G���Z�R�U�G�V���L�Q���D���W�R�Q�J�X�H�µ�� 
(1 Cor. 14:18-19). 
  Paul says that worship should be orderly.  
�´�:�K�H�Q���\�R�X���F�R�P�H���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U�����H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H���K�D�V���D��
hymn, or a word of instruction, a revelation, 
a tongue or an interpretation. All of these 
must be done for the strengthening of the 
church. If anyone speaks in a tongue, two �² 
or at the most three �² should speak, one at 
a time, and someone must interpret. If 
there is no interpreter, the speaker should 
keep quiet in the church and speak to  
�K�L�P�V�H�O�I���D�Q�G���*�R�G�µ��(1 Cor. 14:26-28). He  
concludes chapter 14 by saying, �´�7�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H��
my brothers, be eager to prophesy, and do 
not forbid speaking in tongues. But  
everything should be done in a fitting and 
�R�U�G�H�U�O�\���Z�D�\���µ��In 1 Corinthians 14:12-14, Paul 
says, �´�6�L�Q�F�H���\�R�X���D�U�H���H�D�J�H�U���W�R���K�D�Y�H���V�S�L�U�L�W�X�D�O��
gifts, try to excel in gifts that build up the 
church. For this reason anyone who speaks 
in a tongue should pray that he may  
�L�Q�W�H�U�S�U�H�W���Z�K�D�W���K�H���V�D�\�V���µ 
 

Was speaking in tongues only for 
the first century church? 

No. The Bible says, "Repent and be  
baptized, every one of you, in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. 
And you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. The promise is for you and your  
children, and for all who are far off �²for all 
�Z�K�R�P���W�K�H���/�R�U�G���R�X�U���*�R�G���Z�L�O�O���F�D�O�O�µ�� 
(Acts 2:38-39). We find no absolute proof in 
the scripture that the gift of tongues has ceased 
to exist.  


